
A phrase that once seemed redundant has taken on new meaning: 
Sixty years after the Shoah, the Holocaust, we must ñremember not to 
forget.ò Forgetting ï which once seemed impossible ï has become a 
harsh piece of our reality. We must now remember to remember.

Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, helps us remember the 
six million of our people who were tortured and murdered by the 
Nazis. We must never forget that each death put an end to a life as 
vibrant and significant as our own.

The full name of this Remembrance Day, and the way it is marked in 
Israel, is Yom HaShoah vôHaGevurah ï Holocaust and Heroism day. 
The two are mentioned as one. What heroism ï gevurah ï are we 
referring to? 

Consider the choice of dates for this commemoration: How did the 
Jewish people choose a single date to memorialize a series of events 
that took place over so many years? Murder occurred daily; each day 
on the calendar might have been appropriate as a memorial day. A 
prolonged debate ended in 1951 when Israelôs parliament chose the 

27th of the month of Nissan because of its connection to 
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. Why? 

Because from its inception, the day was intended to 
recognize both martyrdom (all those who died at 

the hands of the Nazis) and gevurah (all those 
who resisted the Nazis).

We must 
now 
remember 
to 
remember.

A CALL TO ACTION 

for Yom HaShoah VôHaGevurah

(Deuteronomy 9:7)




