
“THE ONLY WAY FOR EVIL TO PROSPER IS FOR GOOD PEOPLE TO DO NOTHING.”

Write how this quote relates to the 
Jewish partisans and what you 
can do to make a difference in your 
community and the world. 

Win an iPod Touch

Contest for 8th-12th grade students.
Entry deadline: May 17, 2011.
Sign up and learn more at 
jewishpartisans.org/contest
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During World War II, the Nazis 
forced millions of Jews into ghettos 
and concentration camps. However, 
approximately 20,000-30,000 men and 
women—many of them teens, and 
even children—organized into armed 
resistance groups and became known as 
Jewish partisans, saving thousands of 
lives while fighting the Germans and their 
collaborators.

Two hundred years before the Holocaust, 
an English statesman expressed this 
sentiment,

“The only way for evil to 
prosper is for good people
to do nothing.”

This quote is commonly attributed to 
Edmund Burke, a member of the House 
of Commons in England during the 
time of the American Revolution. Burke 
supported the independence of the 
American colonies from England. His 
quote is as relevant today as it was then.

How do you think this quote relates to 
the Jewish partisans? Write a 300 to 
500 word personal essay answering 
this question using specific examples 
from at least one Jewish partisan that 
inspires you. Also, how do you see 
this quote as relevant today? Can you 
do anything to ensure that evil never 
prospers in your community? (Evil 
can take many forms, from bullies to 
polluters.)

The most inspiring essays in the 8th 
to 9th grade level and the 10th to 12th 
grade level will win the writer an iPod 
Touch, preloaded with all of  JPEF’s 
short films. Second and third place 
winners will receive JPEF t-shirts and 
posters. The educator whose student 
wins first place will be treated no 
differently than their pupil—they will 
also receive an iPod Touch!

Essay contest entries will be judged
by a distinguished panel that includes 
Jewish partisans.   

 GUIDELINES
• Each entrant must discuss at least one Jewish partisan 
in their essay. (View all 44 JPEF Partisans online at  
http://www.jewishpartisans.org/partisans.) 

• All entrants must be currently enrolled 8th - 12th  
grade students. 

• There will be two competitions: one for 8th and 9th 
graders, and one for 10 to 12th graders.  
• The entrant must be the sole author of the essay. 

• This contest is limited to the first 500 entries. 

• Submit via the JPEF website by May 17, 2011. 
Winners will be announced June 1. 

On front: Illustrations of Jewish partisans, Eta Wrobel (z”l) 
and Zus Bielski (z”l).
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“I was born a fighter.” In her youth she was a free spirit who 
challenged authority. In early 1940, Eta Wrobel, the only 
child of a family of twelve to survive the Holocaust, began 
her resistance against the Germans.
 After being imprisoned for forging documents to save 
sick Jews, then escaping only to endure placement in a 
ghetto, Eta hid deep within the woods. There she joined an 
exclusively Jewish group of partisans, or resistance fight-
ers, who were dedicated to overcoming the Nazis. Her unit 
had to steal most of their supplies, sleep in cramped quar-
ters, and received no proper medical attention. Conse-

quently, Eta was forced to extract a bullet from her own leg. 
Her unit set mines on roads to hinder the progress of 
German troops and to cut off supply routes, routinely hid 
Jewish children in Polish households, and persuaded key 
towns to not contact the German police. Eta’s dynamic 
personality and natural military skills were instrumental in 
strategic planning for her unit, and a key to the success of 
their missions.
 Eta remembers her heroic years with the partisans: “The 
biggest resistance that we could have done to the Germans 
was to survive.”
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